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Dear Director Wray:

The Committee on Homeland Security (Committee) continues to conduct oversight
regarding the persistent threats posed by Iran to target U.S. persons, including former and current
U.S. government officials on U.S. soil.! The arrest and charging of Asif Merchant, a Pakistani
national with close ties to Iran, for his connection with a failed plot to assassinate a U.S.
government official, including potentially former President Donald Trump, serves as another
reminder of the serious threats posed by Iran to American citizens.> We write to request
additional information about this foreign-directed plot to kill American citizens and endanger
U.S. national security.

On August 6, 2024, the Department of Justice unsealed a 15-page complaint charging
Merchant with an alleged murder-for-hire scheme to kill a U.S. government official.® According
to the complaint, Merchant traveled from Pakistan to Istanbul, Turkey, and then to Houston,
Texas, to enlist individuals in the United States to execute his assassination scheme.* Merchant’s
plot to murder a U.S. government official involved various plans, including stealing documents
or USB drives from a U.S. government official’s residence and planning a protest.> With the
assistance of a confidential human source, law enforcement officials foiled the plot by arresting
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Merchant on July 12, before he could leave the United States.® A federal judge has ordered him
detained on July 17.7

Merchant’s foiled plot follows another scheme when an Iranian national and member of
Iran’s Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps Quds Force orchestrated the attempted assassination
of John Bolton, the former U.S. National Security Advisor.® Subsequently, it was revealed that
Mike Pompeo, the former Secretary of State, was a second target of the same plot.” Credible
threats by Iran have continued to persist against former Secretary Pompeo, as well as his former
top aide, Brian Hook, who served as special representative for Iran during the Trump
administration.'® These plots also include Iran’s efforts to silence those who publicly criticize the
regime’s human rights abuses.!!

We have serious concerns about the inadequate, and lack of, actions taken by the Biden-
Harris administration to impose consequences on the Iranian regime, including efforts to protect
our national security and American citizens from foreign threats.

To assist the Committee with its ongoing oversight, please arrange a status update
briefing to discuss the Federal Bureau of Investigation’s (FBI) investigation of Merchant and the
FBI’s broader work to address threats posed by Iran to U.S. homeland security and its brazen
targeting of U.S. persons, including former President Trump and former and current U.S.
government officials, as soon as possible, but no later than, 5:00 p.m. on August 30, 2024.

Per Rule X of the U.S House of Representatives, the Committee on Homeland Security is
the principal committee of jurisdiction for overall homeland security policy, and has special
oversight functions of “all Government activities relating to homeland security, including the
interaction of all departments and agencies with the Department of Homeland Security.”

Thank you for your prompt attention to this important matter.

Sincerely,
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