








 

 

 

March 24, 2023 

Thank you, Chairman Green, Ranking Member Payne, Members of the Oversight, 

Investigations, and Accountability Subcommittee, for the opportunity to appear before you all 

today and testify on the crisis on our Northern Border. 

While a lot of attention, rightfully so, has been paid to our Southern Border, our Northern Border 

is also facing a crisis. The U.S.-Canada border is the longest international border between two 

countries in the world. Recent news reports, along with data compiled over the past two years, 

show a surge in illegal migrant crossings and drug trafficking across the Northern border. 

Specifically, in the North Country sector of the border, which I partially represent, there has been 

an 846% increase in illegal border crossings. As the national security threat at our Northern 

Border continues to grow exponentially, there has been no corresponding increase in U.S. Border 

Patrol staffing, which is still at the same level as it was in Fiscal Year 2009. 

I am honored to represent New York’s 24th Congressional District, which runs along our 

Northern Border with Canada across Lake Ontario and the St. Lawrence River. This crisis is 

directly harming my constituents, as drugs and illegal aliens are trafficked along the border.  

Under President Biden’s failed leadership, our borders are less secure and our communities are at 

risk. It is critical now more than ever for members of Congress to come together with one voice 

to advocate against President Biden and Secretary of Homeland Security Alejandro Mayorkas’ 

reckless policies and to focus on delivering the resources needed for our brave Border Patrol 

agents at our Northern Border to do their jobs effectively. 

Since President Biden has taken office there has been an almost 15 times increase in Northern 

land border encounters. There were only 997 Northern land border encounters in January 2021. 

But that number has increased each month since. In the month of October 2022, there were 

15,938 Northern land border encounters. In FY2020, there were 32,376 border encounters. In 

FY2022, there were 109,535 encounters. Under the Biden administration, drug smuggling has 

increased by 596% along the Northern border, including a 26% increase in fentanyl. 

Border Patrol staffing has remained flat since Fiscal Year 2009. Since Fiscal Year 2009, staffing 

levels along the Northern border sectors have been between 1,887 and 2,263 personnel. FY2020 

Northern border sector staffing was 2,019. The longest international border in the world, 

measuring 5,525 miles, the U.S. Northern border has only 115 ports of entry with no 

performance measures to assess security between ports. This is especially important in my 

district, which shares a considerable border with Canada across Lake Ontario. Numerous 

traffickers utilize this large expanse of water to bypass more heavily guarded sections of the 

border, funneling drugs into our communities. 



Just a few weeks ago I had the opportunity to meet with our Buffalo Border Patrol agents, and 

they discussed the many issues they are facing. However, by far, the biggest challenge these 

public servants face is the lack of resources and assistance to effectively do their jobs. For 

example, under Secretary Mayorkas, each border sector must individually apply and receive 

permission to perform counter-Unmanned Aerial Systems (C-UAS) operations. It took Secretary 

Mayorkas roughly three weeks to approve the Buffalo Border Sector to perform C-UAS 

operations. During this time, drug smugglers continued to use UAS to traffic fentanyl and other 

drugs across the border that directly harms our communities. 

Once again, I appreciate the opportunity to testify in front of the committee and I am glad to see 

the Northern Border crisis finally getting the attention it deserves. 



Testimony of Congressman Brian Higgins before the Committee on Homeland Security 

 

Thank you, Chair Bishop, and Ranking Member Ivey, for allowing me to testify. I served on this 

Committee for three terms. It is good to be back. 

 

My name is Brian Higgins and I represent Buffalo, Niagara Falls, and Western New York in the 

House. It is good that you are having a hearing on the Northern Border today. 

 

The United States and Canada have a unique and special relationship. We enjoy a shared border 

and shared values. I am a lifelong resident of Buffalo, New York. I have lived at the Northern 

Border my entire life.  

 

My district is economically integrated with Southern Ontario. Buffalo is home to the Buffalo 

Bills football team and the Buffalo Sabres hockey team. Our community could not sustain them 

without Canadian season ticket holders. Nearly 4,000 United Auto Workers work at General 

Motors and Ford plants in Western New York. These plants - which help make combustion 

engine and electric vehicles - are in the stream of commerce with plants in Ontario. 

 

The Buffalo airport has attracted low-cost airlines like JetBlue and Southwest because of 

proximity to the rapidly growing Toronto market. Western New Yorkers travel to Ikea in Ontario 

to furnish their homes. Canadian cars fill the parking lots at the Walden Galleria Mall in 

Cheektowaga, New York many weekends. Americans have owned cottages along Lake Erie in 

Bay Beach, Crystal Beach, and Sherkston for generations. Canadians ski at Ellicottville, New 

York. This productivity and life quality is possible because our Customs agents work every day 

to enforce and uphold our laws.  

 

My district includes 4 land ports of entry and one rail crossing. They operate under treaties 

between the U.S. and Canada. At the bridges, our officers enforce our laws with great success.  

 

Customs and Border Protection last year seized 60,000 pounds of drugs at our northern border, 

98% of which were at our ports of entry. Our country asks a lot of these professionals. They did 

not sign up to be public health managers during the pandemic, but they have been forced to 

interpret confusing and inconsistent travel rules. And they are stretched too thin.  

 

I oppose efforts to expand temporary duty travel. These assignments take officers away from 

their families and community for extended periods of time. I support the agreement that 

President Biden and Prime Minister Trudeau announced last week to address irregular migration. 

This collaboration shows we can work through challenges. 

 

A lot more must be done. I have long publicly argued that our federal government does too little 

to support Northern Border communities. There should be a dedicated northern border 

infrastructure fund to pay for improvements to land ports of entry. By failing to invest, we have 

lost out on economic activity. There should be greater support for Sector Buffalo Coast Guard 

stations, something I have been advocating for since 2005 and is proceeding much too slowly. 

 



Congress must also ensure that working conditions for border agents are optimal. This means 

funding an 8.6% cost of living increase in pay this year. We can also alleviate the strain of this 

work by increasing the number of officers, building on support from last year. It means funding 

for training – like expediting construction of a training facility in the Town of Lockport, New 

York and for resources to cope with mental health challenges. My community also needs more 

access to pre-clearance programs. 

 

I urge you to push the Department to work with Canada to end the NEXUS backlogs that have 

piled up due to bureaucracy. You should also support my legislation to allow for more remote 

interviews – bringing trusted traveler programs into the 21st century. And we need your help 

pushing for pre-clearance at Niagara Falls train station and other settings. 

 

I hope that this hearing can discuss these many challenges and think about practical solutions. In 

the last census, the population of the City of Buffalo increased for the first time in many decades. 

That increase was credited to the settlement of thousands of asylum seekers. Fleeing instability 

in far-away places, they have settled in Buffalo to make a new life. They are the latest generation 

to do so. I am the descendant of Irish immigrants whose predicament was not unlike these 

newcomers. I would say that many in this room may have a similar story in their histories as 

well.  

 

As you conduct this hearing today, I hope we can all remember that shared humanity. Thank 

you. 
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Testimony of Rep. Pete Stauber (R-MN) 

 

Chairman Bishop, Ranking Member Ivey, and Members of the Subcommittee, I would like to 

thank you for convening this very important hearing, as well as for allowing me the opportunity to testify 

today on behalf of the people of Northern Minnesota. 

I am proud to represent Minnesota’s 8th Congressional District, which contains a large portion of 

Minnesota’s nearly 550-mile-long border with Canada, including important crossings like the Northwest 

Angle, Grand Portage, and International Falls. Throughout the 8th District, cross-border traffic, commerce, 

recreation, and tourism play an incredibly important role. However, rather than benefiting the lives of my 

constituents the proximity to our unsecured Northern border with Canada is increasingly becoming a 

liability, as the effects of the Biden Administration’s disastrous immigration and border security policies 

become a part of my constituents’ everyday lives. As this Administration fails to properly address our 

growing crisis at our Southern border, the consequences are echoing throughout communities across the 

United States—particularly in our northern border communities. 

As I visit with the hardworking Customs and Border Protection Agents in my district, I hear their 

concerns about staffing levels and the lack of focus to the north. According to agency data, CBP staffing 

levels along our Northern border have remained stagnant over the past decade, even as threats have 

increased. Agents in my district are being pulled away from their patrols, either being dispatched to patrol 

our Southern border, or being relegated to sit in their offices to process paperwork related to illegal 

crossings at the Southern border. On average, there is now only one officer on duty for every 275 miles of 

border in my district. Every minute that these officers’ attention is focused elsewhere, we are leaving our 

Northern border vulnerable to illicit activity, whether it be illegal crossings by individuals or trafficking of 

dangerous drugs. Drug smugglers and human traffickers are taking notice of the lax enforcement and 

growing vulnerability at the Northern border and are using it to their advantage. 
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As some of my colleagues have shared, drug trafficking along the Northern border is increasing 

exponentially. According to Customs and Border Protection data, drug smuggling across the Northern 

border has increased by nearly 600% since Fiscal Year 2021. These drugs are pouring over the Northern 

border and flowing directly into our communities, killing our citizens. 

The communities in my district are being ravaged by the influx of lethal fentanyl. Today, fentanyl 

is the leading cause of death among adults in the United States, taking more lives each year than car 

accidents, suicide, heart disease, or cancer. In 2021, nearly 1,300 Minnesotans died of fentanyl 

overdose—a staggering 22% increase from the previous year. 

Just last week, law enforcement officials in Hennepin County, MN charged six individuals for 

possession of 34 pounds of fentanyl, 14 pounds of methamphetamine, and nearly two pounds of cocaine. 

As many of us in this room have unfortunately learned in recent years, it takes only two milligrams of 

fentanyl to kill an adult. Last week’s seizure—those 34 pounds of fentanyl—would have been enough to 

kill 7.8 million individuals, or enough to kill every Minnesotan nearly 1.5 times over. 

 During my twenty-three years working as a law enforcement officer in Duluth, MN, I worked 

tirelessly to keep illegal drugs off the streets and out of the hands of our young children. You do not know 

pain until you have to give a death notification to an unsuspecting parent, as I have had to do too many 

times. The drug crisis in this country has grown out of control, taking the lives of countless Americans 

from all walks of life each and every day. We will never be able to overcome this epidemic until we 

address this nation’s porous borders and stop the flow of these drugs into our country. 

Over Memorial Day weekend in 2022, resort owners along the border in my district encountered 

individuals trying to cross the northern border illegally by boat. When the resort owners went to call 

Customs and Border Patrol, no one answered their call. In fact, the voicemail said they were closed 

through the holiday. Unfortunately, illegal immigrants do not observe federal holidays, and five illegal 

immigrants escaped into our country.  

This is just one of countless examples. In Fiscal Year 2022, we saw nearly 110,000 apprehensions 

of illegal immigrants across our entire Northern Border. So far, this year we are on track to see well over 



3 

 

150,000 apprehensions, according to the latest CBP data. In Minnesota, we are currently on track to see 

the number of apprehensions double year-over-year. And, keep in mind, these numbers only reflect the 

ones who got caught.    

As Members of Congress, we have a duty to deliver results for the American people. The crisis at 

our Southern border, and increasingly the growing threat at our Northern border, is affecting the lives of 

Americans across the United States. We must act. Accordingly, I want to thank the Members of the 

Homeland Security Committee for taking on this issue. I stand ready to work with each of you to push 

back against the Biden Administration’s disastrous open borders policies and once and for all address our 

growing, dual border crisis. 

Thank you. 

 

 


