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Examining Critical Security Measures, Communications, and Response at our Nation’s Airports

Remarks as Prepared

If security at our nation’s airports was flawless, there would be no need for today’s hearing. But the fact of the matter is that our nation’s airport security is far from flawless. 

The Subcommittee is convening this field hearing today to assess the state of security preparedness among our Nation’s airports. 
Today, we will hear the critically important perspective of the individuals who face security challenges each and every day in New York State.  

The American people expect the best from the entities entrusted with their safety. It is this Subcommittee’s intention to continue working tirelessly to ensure the security of the traveling public. 
I am humbled and honored to have the opportunity both to represent the people of central New York and to chair this critically important subcommittee.  

In my ten months in office, I have worked vigorously to address known challenges that the Department of Homeland Security faces.  Since January, I have introduced seven pieces of legislation that address transportation and border security issues, two of which are already public law. 

Security is not a partisan issue, and I am proud of the work I have done with my Democratic colleagues to tackle this critically important issue.  However, my colleagues and I have a lot more work to do, and I promise we will continue to provide diligent oversight of DHS. When I see a problem at this agency, I work swiftly to address it. 

Two years ago, there was a tragic shooting at Los Angeles International Airport where Gerardo Hernandez, a Transportation Security Officer, lost his life, and two other TSA employees and one member of the traveling public were injured. 

This shooting, and other incidents force us to face the grim reality that airports remain a target for terrorists and other violent actors who seek to disrupt the safe travel of the American public and challenge the security of our Nation’s transportation systems.  This is of serious concern.  

Last month, President Obama signed the Gerardo Hernandez Airport Security Act of 2015 into law.  I introduced this critical piece of bipartisan legislation because it specifically addresses the ways in which the airport community and the Transportation Security Administration prepare for, respond to, and communicate during major security incidents, such as active shooters.
From the LAX shooting, to the machete attack earlier this year on a TSA employee in New Orleans, we know that there is a dire need for airports to effectively ready themselves for a wide-range of security scenarios.  

In this regard, TSA must be proactive in proliferating best practices for security across the airport community to ensure the well-being of both the agency’s own employees and the traveling public.  

While each airport is unique, it is imperative that airport stakeholders, airlines, law enforcement, emergency first responders, and TSA work together to exercise plans and improve coordination among relevant entities.  

So far, in the 114th Congress, our Subcommittee has conducted rigorous oversight of airport access controls at airports across the country.  

This issue goes hand-in-hand with the overall security of the airport environment, as we work to mitigate insider threats and close security loopholes.  
Our witnesses today conduct and experience daily airport operations and are best prepared to inform Congress as to how they work to enhance security incident preparedness.  

Long before the terror attacks of September 11, 2001, the Syracuse community was made all too aware of the critical need for a secure transportation system.  On December 21, 1988, a bomb detonated aboard Pan Am Flight 103, traveling from London to New York.  

Thirty-five of the bombing’s victims were Syracuse University students, who were traveling home for the holidays after spending a semester studying abroad.  

Since that tragic event, there has been a litany of attacks and plots against both commercial aviation and airports.  This reality highlights the need for Congressional oversight for each aspect of the transportation system—including the physical security and preparedness of airports themselves.  

There is an ongoing discussion between the airport community and TSA about the future of airport exit lane staffing.  As many airports begin to adopt technological solutions—including Syracuse—I am interested in a better understanding of the effectiveness of such technologies and the benefit they provide to both TSA and airports.  

Additionally, airport perimeter security and employee access controls remain critical in ensuring that secure and sensitive areas of airports are only accessed by vetted and authorized individuals.  

Today, I look forward to hearing from our witnesses about their perspectives on the security posture of our airports and how they are working to stay ahead of a changing threat landscape while coordinating across federal, state, and local jurisdictions to ensure safety of the traveling public.  

Syracuse Airport is on the cutting edge of leveraging technology to address security vulnerabilities.  I look forward to hearing how Syracuse airport and other airports throughout New York State are utilizing innovative tactics to enhance security.   
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