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{ie Tuubeed Bhivteentl Tangrras
W55, Potse of Representatives
Gewmrittes ou Hoameluod Secusity
Wanlington, BE 20515
Al 20, 2013

Secretary Janet Napofitano
Department of Homeland Security
Washington, DC 20528

Lieutenant General James R, Clapper
Director of National Intelligence
‘Washington, DC 2051

The Honorable Robert 8, Mueller [TI
Director, Federal Bureau of Tnvestigation
935 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20535

Dear Secretary Napolitano, Director Clapper and Director Mueller:

I write regarding the fact that one of the terrorists responsible for the April 15, 2013
attack in Boston, Massachusetts was known to- the Federal Buresru of Investigation us a suspected

Islamist extremist since 2011,

The FBI interviewed Tamertan Tsarnaév at the request of o foreign ligison service, on the
basis of suspicions that Tsarnaev was invelved in terrorist activities, “Tsarnagy subsequently
traveled (o and from Russia, and posted jihadist materialy on his soclal media. Yet Tsarnaev
rerained at liberty fn this country to conduct the Boston aftack, and it took days to publicly
identify him as a suspect,

Tsarnagv appears to be the fifth person sinee September 11, 2001 to participale in terror
attacks despite being under {nvestigation by the FBL in addition 10 Anwar al-Awlald, David
Headley, Carfos Bledsoe and Nidal Hasan, In addition, Farug Abdulinutaliab attempted a terror
attack despite being identified to the Central Intelligence Agency as u potential terrorist.

Five of these six intelligence failures have taken place sinee 2009, They raise the most
serious questions about the efficacy of federal counterterrorism elforts.



Accordingly we request, purstant o Rules X(1)()3) and X(G3)gX1) of the House of
Representatives, all information possessed by the U.S. Government related to Tsamaev prior to
Apil 15, 2013, As Tsarnaev is deceased, any putative concerns related to his privacy or
prosecution are unavailing. We request receipt of these documents by April 265,

If you have any questions regarding this lstter, please have your staffs contac -
<ERESTIRER (ommittee stalf at 202-226-8417,

Thank you for yoir inimediate and personal attention to this timely and fmportart matter
of homeland security,

Sincerely,

MICHAEL T. MCCAUL
Chairmian

PETER T. KING
Chairman
Subcommittes on Countertercorism and Intelligence
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Secretary Janet Napolitano
Department of Homelard Security
Washington, DC 20528

Dear Madam Secretary;

The United States House of Representatives Committes on Homeland Security has begun
an investigation into the recent Boston Marathon bombings. In a letter the Committee sent you
last week, we inquired into the events surrounding that incident, We write to you again today
with questions specific to the Department of Homeland Seeurity (DHS) that the Committee seeks
angwers to as we progress with our investigation.

Accordingly, in addition to our call for documents of April 20, 2013, we request,
pursuant to Rules X 1G)(3) and X 3{g)(1) of the House of Representatives, answers to the
pversight questions listed below. Unless otherwise specified, el quostions refate to the period
after the date of the Russian internal security service (FSB) request and prior to the attack of
April 15, 2013, Furthermore, these qirestions pertain only to the deceased Tamerlan Tsarnaev,
and not his brother, Dzhokar. We request classified and unclassitied responses to the questions.
There may be follow-up questions in the future related to Dzhokar,

As you are aware, in laison memoranda, the FSB advised United Stafes government
ageney(s) that Tamerlan Tswnaev (Tsarnaev) plammed @ travel from Massachusetts o the
Caucasus; 2 trip the FSB feared might accelerate his radicalization and Tead to tervorist activities,
The Russians therefore regquested an investigation of Tsurnaev, which the Federal Bureau of
Iavestigation (FBI) undertook.

This is only one exampls of an drea of concern relating to this incident that the
LCommittee seeks to learn more about. According to festimony you provided to Congress, the FBJ
closed is investigation of Tsarnaev in 2012, unaware that h¢ was on the trip to Dagestan about
which the FSB wamed. It appears that the FBI was also unaware of Tsarnaev’s return tiavel o
Boston later that year,

These and other issues are of particular interest to the Comumittes, Over eleven years after
the September 11, 2001 terror attacks, in which fallures to share information between



intelligence and law enforcement agencies played a role, it is crucial that we know whether the
same problems eontinue to exist today.

The following questions reflect the Commnittee’s interests at the present time:

Contact(s) from Russia

f.

2.

When wag DHS first made aware of the Russian povemment’s liaison memorandum to
the FBI regarding Tamerlan Tsarnaev? What action, if nimy, was taken inresponse?

Did any other United States govermment agencies or enfities receive Haison memoranda
from the Russians on the same subject? 1f so, which individuals and organizations
received copies?

Did the Customs and Border Protection (CBPY, DHSs Office of Intelligence and
Analysis (1&A), Imimgmtmn and Customs Enforcement (ICE), or Homeland Security
Investigations (HSI) reecive any teatling version of the FSB memo at any time, either
before or after the bormbing? Did any State or local law enforcement agenciss, such as
the Mussachusetts State Police (MSP), Boston Police Departmert (BPE), Cambridge
Police Department, the Commeonwealth Fusion Center (CFC), or the Boston Reglonal
Intelligence Center (BRIC), receive any foarline version of the FSB memo at any time, or
were they informed of the Russlan concerns about Tsarnaev in any other way?

Investigation

4.

3,

What role did DHS personnel play in the Tamnaev investigation?

By name, exuctly which dafabases ai which agencies were searched for information
regarding Tsarnaev? What queries were entored? What results werte tetimed? Do any
trace results appear to be more meaningful in retrospect?

Did the Joint Terrorism Task Foree (JTTF) issue any national security letters (NSLs) in
the Tsamaev investigation? Did the JTTF request any search warrants or Poreign
Intelligence Surveillance Act (FISA) applicatdons during the Tsarnaev investigation? If
s0, were the applcations granted? Waot, what were the grounds for denial?

What were the interactions, if any, between the ITTF and the Department of Justive’s
National Security Division (DOINED), the United States Attorney’s Office for the
Prstriot of Massachusetts, the Massachusetts Siate Altoroey General’s Office or the
Suffolk or Middlessx County District Alloraeys’ Offices during the 2011 Tsarnaev

investigation?
Was the JTTEF aware of Tsarnaey’s radical postings on publicly-available social media?

Was countertarrorism analytical support available to those ITTF personne] investigating
the Tsarnaey case, and if so, was it atilized? 1 not, why not?



10. Were any Task Foree Officers assigned to the Tsarnaev investigation? Were any CBP
officers, ICE or HSI apents, MSP troopers, or BPD detectives, nssi igned to work on the
investigation?

11. What was the highest level within DHS to be aware of the Tsarnaev investigation befote
Apil 15, 20137

12. Did Tsarnaev obtain {irewrms before April 15, 20137 If so, how?
13, What are the connections, if any, between Tsarnacv and Sandi national Abdul Rahman
Ali al-Farbi?
Investigation Results?
14, What did the Tsarnaey investipation revesl?

15, Was Tsamaev p]zmeﬂ into the Tervorist Identities Datamart Envivonment (TIDE)
database? If so, when, and on what grounds? Was he removed from the list, and if so,
when, and on what grounds?

16, With whom were the results of the Tsarnaev investigation shared, and how?

17, Were any Intelligence Information Reports issued by the FBI about fheir Tsarmaev
investigation? Ware any intelligence reports {sstied by other entitles about Tearnasv?

18, Was the Tsarpacv investigation referenced in any finished intelligence products
disseminated to the wider Intelligence Community, or Stute and loecal law enforcement?

Tnvestigation Closure

19, Did apy DHS officials express disagreement with the closure of the Tsarnsev
investigation?

20. What Federal, State or local sritities were notificd of the closure of the Tsarnaey
fnvestigation, and how?

21. Did any DHS employee request that the Tsarnaev investigation be recopened before April
15, 20137 1f s0, what was that request based on?
Treve!

22, Was. the FTTF or any other FBI element aware of Tearnaey’s 2012 outbound travel fo
Rusgia? If not, why nol?



23, Where any DHS personpel assigned to the Boston JTTT aware of Tsarnaev’s 2012
outbound travel to Russia? 1f so, what actions, if any, did they take? If not, why not?

24, Did Tsarnaeyv travel under an aliay, or s bue name?
25, Did Tsarnaev have 4 Russian visa?
26, Which United States federal entitics were aware of Tsarnaev's 2012 travel to Russia?

27, What actions did DHS take when it was “pinged” when Tsarnaev departed for Russiain
20127

28, Were any State or Jocal entities made aware of Tsarnaev's 2012 travel to Russia? If rot,
should they hnve been?

29, Was the JTTF or any other FBI element aware of Tsarnaev’s 2012 inbound fravel from
Russia to the United States? 1 not, why not?

30, Absent notification by DHS, did the JTTF have any independent mesns of fnding out
about Tsarnaev’s travel outside the United States?

31. Was DHS “pinged” or otherwise aware when Tsarnaev returned to the United States? If
not, Why not?

52, Were any DHS personnel at the Boston JTTF notified when Tsarnaev tetarned to the
United States? If not, why not? It so, what actions, if any, were taken? Were any other
members of the JTTF notified of his return, including the personnel who had conducted
the initial investigation?

33. If, as reports suggest, Tsarnaey's name was misspelled on his-boarding pass, and did not
mateh his identification, why was Tsarnaey allowed 1o board his outbound Hight from
Boston in 20127

34. Regardless of the FBI investigation’s status, was Tsarnaey selected for secondary
nspection apon his return to Boston, baged on immigration orany other reasons? Ifnot,
why not?

Qther questions

3%, Was ICE's Office of the Principal Legal Advisor (ICE-OPLA)Y consulted abouwt
deportation/removal options for Tsamaey in 2011, fer either national secutity reasons, or
due to his arvest on domestic vielence charges?

36, Did DS have any terrorism concerns about Tsarnaev priorto Apedl 15, 20137



35. Was the JTTF or any other FBI element aware of Tsarnaev’s 2012 inbound travel fom
Russia to the United States? [Fnot, why not?

36. Absent notification by DHS, did the JTTF have any independent meens of finding om
about Tsarnaev’s travel?

37, Was anyone in the Boston ITTF notified of Tsarnuev’s retum from Russia? If so, what
actions were taken? Were others in the JTTF, including the personne! who conducted the
initial investigation, notified?

38, What do we know about Tsamaev's 2012 activities i Russia, and how do we konow 1Y is
there any information which suggests Tsarnaev received terrorist fnancing, operational
guidance, or training in Russia, or elsewhere?

Retrospect

39, In. vetrospect, could additional authorities or resources for the FBI have prevented the
April 15, 2013 attack?

Please submit a writlen response to these questions to the Committee no later than May
20, 2013, If you have any guestions regerding this letter, please have your staff contact Sl

R o Committee stall at (202) 226-8417,

Thank you for vour attention fo these importart questions regarding homeland security,

Singercly,

WAL 1 ,e

MICHAEL T, MeCAUL PETER T. KING
Chairman Chalrinan

Subeommittes on Counterterrorism and
InteHigence



PATRICK MEEHAN

Chuirman
Subcommittes on Oversight and Management
Efficiency

TEFF DUNCAN
Chairman

Subcommittee on Cyberseourity, Infrastructure
Profection, and Security Technologies

/SUSAN W, BROOKS
Chairman Chatrman
Subcommittee on BEmergeney Preparedness,

Subecommitiee on Border and Maritime
Response, and Communications Security

RICHARD HUDSO
Chairman

Subcommittes on Transportation Seeurity
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Aprif 27, 2013

The Honorvable Robert 8. Mueller I11
Birector, Fedoral Burcau of Investigation
935 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20535

Dear Director Mueller

The United States House of Representatives Committee on Homeland Security has begun
an investigation fnto the recent Boston Marathon bombings. Tn a letter the Conunitiee sent you
last week, we inguired fnto the events surrcunding that incident. We write to you again today
with guestions gpecific to the Pederal Boreau of Investigation (FBI) that the Committee seeks
answers to as we progress with onr hivestigation.

Accordingly, fn addition to owr call for documents of April 20, 2013, we roquest,
purstant to Rules X H}3Y and X 3{g)(1) of the House of Representatives, answers 1o the
oversight questions Hsted below. Unless otherwise specified, all guestions relute to the peried
after the date of the Russian intemal sceurity service (FSB) request and prior to the attack of
April 15, 2013, Furthermore, these questions pertain only fo the deceased Tamerlan Tsarnasy,
and not his brother, Dzhokar. 'We request olassified and unclassified responses to the questions,
There may be follow-up guestions in the future related to Dzhokar.

As you are aware, i liaison memorends, the FSB warned that Tamerlan Tsarnaev
planned to ravel from Massachuseits to the Cavcasus; o trip the FSB fiured might acelerate his
radicalization and lead to tercorist activities. The Russians therefore requested an investigation
of Tsarnaey, which the FBI undertook.

This ts only one example of an area of concern relating to this incfdent that the
Committee secks to learn more about, According to testimony Secretary of Homeland Secunty
Janet Napolitano provided to Congress, the FBI closed its investigation of Tsaraev in 2012,
unaware that hé was on the irip to Dagestan about which the FSB warned. It eppears that the
FBI was also unaware of Tsarnaey’s return travel fo Boston later that year,

These and other issues are of particular interest to the Commiltee, Over eleven years after
the Scptember 11, 2001 terror affacks, in which failoves to sharve information between



intofligence and law enforcement agencies played a role, it is crucial that we know whether the
same problems arose i refation to this horrible attack.

The following questions reflect the Committee’s interests al the present time:

Contact(s) from Russta

I, When did the Russian government first submit a memarandum to the FBI tegarding

L

4.

Tsarnaev? What were the contents of that memorandum? What action was taken in
response? Were there any other communications by the: Russian goverrunent regarding
Tsarnaev? What wers the contents of those communications?

Did amy other agencies receive liaison memoranda from the Russians on Tamerlan
Tsarnaev? If so, which individuals and erganizations received those memoranda?

Did the Office of the Director of National Intelligence (ODNI), Nattonal
Countertegroriam Center (NCTC), Custors and Border Protection (CBP), DHS’s Office
of Intelligence and Analysis (I&A), Immigration and Customs Bnforcemert (ICE),
Homeland Security Tnvestigations (HST), State and Toeal law enforcement agencies sugh
as the Massachusetts State Police (MSP), Boston Police Departinent (BPD), Cambridge
Police Department, or the Commonwealth Fusion Center (CFEC) or Boston Regional
ntelligence Center (BRIC), receive any tearline version of the FSB memo at any time, or
were they informed in any other way?

Were any of the entitics mentioned above made aware of the FSB's interest in Tsarnaey
at any time betore April 15, 20137 If so, how, and when?

favestigation

5.

6.

What actions were {aken 1o follow up on the Tsarnaev fead?

Did the FBI or any other United States government agency conduct sny interviews with
members of Tsarnagv’s madrassa o mosque, or of any local Massachusetts based
Musglim Student Associations?

By pume, exactly which dutabascs at which agencies were searched for {nfbrmation
regarding Tswrnasv? What quedes were entered? What results were retumed? Do any
trace vesults appear to be more meaningful in refrogpect?

Did the Joint Terrorism Tusk Force IT'TF issue aiy national security letters (NSLs) in the
Tsarnaev investigation?  Did the JTTF request ady search sarrants er Foreign
Intelligence Surveillance Act (FISA) applications during the Tsarnaev investigation? I
s0, were the apphications granted? If not, what were the grounds for denial?

What were the interactions, if any, between the ITTF and the Departmiyent of Justice™s
National Security Division (DOINSD), the United States Attorney’s Office for the



District of Massachusetts, the Massachusetts. State Attorney General’s Office or the
Suffolk or Middlesex County District Attorneys® Offices during the 2011 Tsarnasy
mvestigation?

10, Was the JTTF aware of Tsarnaev’s radical postings on publicly-available social media?

11. Was cotmnterterrorism analytical support available fo those JTTF persomnel investigating
the Tsarnaev case, and 50, wag it wilized? I not, why not?

12, Were any Task Fores Officers (TFO) assigned to the Tsarnaev investigation? Were any
CBP officers, ICE or MS8I agents, Massachusetts State Police froopers, or Boston Police
Department detectives, assigned to work on the investigation?

13, What background and training did the FBI Special Agent (S/A) assigned as the case agent
for the Tsamaev investigation have in national sccurity investigations generally, and
counterterrorism specifivally? What background and training did his or her supervisory
special agent have in national security and counterterorism fnvestigations?

14, How many FBI personnel and how many TFOs, by eriginating agency, are assigned to
the Boston JTTF?

15, What was the highest level within the FBI to be awaze of the Tsarnaev investigation
hefore April 15, 20137

fvestigation Conclusion
16, What did the FB1's Tsarnaev investigation revedl?

17, Was Tsarnaev placed into the Terrorist ldentities Datemart Bavironmenl (TIDE)
datasbase? 1 so, when, and on what grounds? Was he removed from the list, and if so,
when, and on what grounds?

18, Who were the results of the Tsarnacy invesligation sharved with, and how were they
shared?

19, Were any Intelligénee Information Reports dssucd by the FBI about the Tsamaev
investigation? Were any intelligence reports ssued by other United States governmenl
entities about Tsarnaev?

20, Was the Tsarpsev investipation veferenced in any finished intelligence products
disseminated o the wider Intelligence Community, or to State and local law
enforcement?

21, Were any U.8. Government entities sware of Tatrnaev’s on-lie perusal of radical
propaganda? 1f 5o, who, if anyone, did that agency or entity notify?




22, Did Tsamaev oblain ficearms betore April 15, 20132 [f so, how?

23, What are the connections, if any, between Tsarnaev and Saudi national Abdul Rahman
Al al-Harbi?

Investigation Closure

24. When, and on what basis, was the Tsarnaey investigation closed? What are the standards
for closing such an investigation? AL what level was the decision made to close the
investigation?

25, Did any DHS, ODNI, NCTC, or DOIVNSD officials, or other agent or supervisor in the
EBTor om the ITTF, express disagroement with the closure of the Tsarnaev investigation?

26, What Pederal, Stale or local entities were notified of the elosure of {he Tsarnacy
investigation, and how?

27. Did any other Federal, State or local entity, or employee of the same, request that the

Tsarnaev investigation be re-opened before April 15, 20137 1Fso, what was that request
based on?

28, Did any procedures in the FBI Domestic Investigations and Operations Guide (DIOG)
prevent the FBI from reviewing open-source material, such as Tsarnaey's radical postings
on social media, after the FBI closed the inftial investigation dnto Tsarnaey?

29. Are there procedures for reapening an investigation based on new information swfacing?
1f s0, were those procedures followed in this case? Did any FBI personnel, or any other
personnel at the JTTF ever consider reopening the Tsarnaey investigation prior to the
Boston bombings? If they were not aware of Tsarnaev’s travel to Russia in 2012, would
they have considered reopening the investigation had they know of that travel?

Travel

30, Was the ITTF or any other FBI ¢lement aware of Tsamaev™s 2012 outbound travel o
Rusgia? 1 nof, why mot?

a1, Did Tearnaey travel under an alias, or his frue name?
32, Did Tsarnacv have a Russian visa?
33, Which United States Federal entifies were aware of Tammaevts 2012 travel o Russin?

34, Were any State or local entities made awere of Tsathaev's 2012 travel t¢ Russia?




37 I so, did DHS relate its torrovism concerns about Tsamzey, if any, to the JTTE or other
FBI entity? Ifso, how? If not, why not?

38, Werg any DHS agencies aware of Tsamaev’s on-line perusal of radical propaganda? If
so, who if anyone did that ageney or agencies notify?

39. Please explain, in detnil, DHS” processing of Tsarnaey’s applications for asylum, legal
permanent residency, and citizenship from 2003 to 2013,

40. What specific immigration status and benefits were awarded to Tsarnaey and wete all
U8, Citizenship and hnmigration Services (USCIS) processes adhered to during
adjudication of that status and benefits?

41. To wiwat extent did USCIS conduct sl relevent background and ofher national seourity
checks when deciding to award immigration stafus and benefits to Tsamaev?

43, In retrospect, could additional authorities or resowrces for DHS and the FBI have
prevented the April 15,2013 attack?
Please submit a written response to these questions to the Committee no later than May
20, 2013. If you have any questjons regarding this letier, please have your staff contact (SR
' _ owr Committee staffat (202) 226-8417,

Thank you for your atlention to these important questions regarding homeland security,

Sincerely,

MICHAE.. T, McCALIL PETER T, KING.

Chiairman Chairman
Subcommittes o Counterterrorism and
Intelligence



TTEFF DUNCAN
Chairman

Subconunittes on Oversight and Management

Hfficiency

JSUSAN W. BR¢
* Chairman

hOKS

Subcommittee on Emergency Preparedness,

Response, and Conymunications

RICHARD HUDSON
Chairmm
Subcommittee on Transportation Security

PATRICK MEEHAN
Chairman

Subcommiltee on Cybersecurity, Inlrastructure.
Protection, 3nd Security Technologies

CANDICE 8. MILLER
Chairman
Subcompitiee on Border and Maritime
Security
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Lieutenant General James R, Clapper
Director of National intelligence
Washington, DC 20511

Dear Divector Clapper:

The United States House of Representatives Commitiee on Homeland Seourity has begun
art investigation inte the recent Boston Marathon bombings. In a letter the Committee sent you
last week, we inquired into the events surrounding those attacks. We write (o you again with
questions specific to the lutelligence Community (IC) that the Committes seeks answers o ag we
progress with our investigation,

Accordingly, in addition to our call for documents of April 20, 2013, we request,
pursuant to Rules X 1033} and X 3(g)}(1) of the House of Representatives, answers to the
oversight questions Hsted below. Unless otherwise specified, all questions relate to the period
atier the date of the Russian internal security service (FSB) request and prior to the attack of
April 15, 2013, Furthermore, these goestions pertain only to the deceased Tamerlan Tsarnaev,
and not his brother, Dzhokar. We request classified and unclassified responses to the questions,
‘There may be follow-up questions in the future related to Dzhokar,

As you dre aware, in Haisor memoranda, the FSB widrned United States agencies that
Tavaerlan Tsarpaev planned to travel from Massachusetts to the Caueasus; & tip the FSB feared
might accelerate Mg radicalization and lead 1o tervorist activities. 'The Russians therefine
requested an investigation of Tsarmaev, which the Federal Bureasu of Investigation (FBI)
undertook,

This is only one cxample of an arca of copcern relating to this incident that the
Comimittee secks to learn more about. According to testimony Secretary of Homeland Seeurity
Janet Napolttano recently provided to Congress, the FBI elosed its kvestigation of Tsarnaev in
2012, unaware that he was on the tip to Dagestan about which the FSB wamed. It appears that
the FB1 was also unaware of Tsarnaey’s et travel to Boston later that ‘vear,

These and other issues are of particular interest to the Committee. Over eleven years after
the September 11, 2001 terror attacks, in which fallures fo share information between



intelligence and law enforcemient agencies played a role, it is ¢crucial that we know whether the
same problems continue to exist today.

The following questions reflect the Committee’s hiterests at the present time:

Contact(s) from Russia

1.

When was the 1C first made aware of the Russian goveraoment’s memorandum to the FBI
regarding Tsarnaev? What action, i any, was taken in response? Were there any other
commurications by the Russian geverament regarding Tsarnaev? What were the contents
of those communications?

Did any other IC agencies receive laison memoranda from the Russians on the same
subject? Which individuals and organizations received coples?

Did the Office of the Director of National Infelligence (ODNI), Natfomal
Counterterrorism Center (NCTC), or DHSs Office of Intelligence and Analysis (1&A),
receive any version of the FSB memo at any time, sither before or after the bombing?

Were any of the entities mentioned above made aware of the FSB’s interest in Tsamaey
at any time before April 15, 20137 How, and when?

Investigation

5.

6.

What actions were taken to follow up on the Tsarnaev fead?

By name, exactly which databases al which agencies were gearched for information
regarding Tsarnaev? What querdes were entered? What results were refurned? Do any
trace results appear to be more meaningful in retrospect?

Was the 1C aware of Tsarnaey’s radical postings on publicly-available secial media?

Were any 1C agencies aware of Tsarnaev’s on-line perusal of rdical propaganda? If so,
who if anyone did that ageney or agencies notify?

What was the highest Tevel within the 1C aware of the Tearnaey investigation before Aprit
13, 20137

Investigation Resulis?

10, Wha did fhe Tsarnaey investigation reveal?

11, Was Tsarnacv placed into the Terrovist Identities Datanmut Environment (TIDE)

database? 1f o, when, and on what grounds? Was he removed from the list, and if so,
when, and on what grounds?




12. With whom were the resulis of the Tsarnagy investigation sharved, and how?
13, Were any intelligence reports Issued by IC entities about Tsarnacy?

14, Was the Tsarnaev investigation referenced in any finished intelligence products
digseminated to the wider Intelligence Community, or State and local law enforcement?

15, What are the connections, if any, between Tsamaev and Saudi national Abdul Rahman
Al afeHarbi?

Investigation Closure

16, Did any ODNI, NCTC, or other IC agency, or official, express disagreement with the
elosure of the Tsarnaev investigation?

17. Did any other Federal, State or loeal eatity, or employee of the same, request that the
Tsarnaov investigation be re-opened before April 15, 20137 I so, what was that request
based on?

18, Did any 1C agency request to add Tsarnaey to TIDE separate from the FBIs request? If
80, what was the basis for their request?

Fravel
19, Was the IC aware of Tsarmaev’s 2012 outhound travel to Russia?
20, Did Temmaey travel under an alias, or s true name?
21, Did Tsmmaey have a Russian visa?
22. Which Federal entities were aware of Tsarngev’s 2012 travel to Russia?
23. Wereany State or local entities made aware of Tsarnaev’s 2012 travel to Russia?

24, Was the K aware of Tsarnaev's 2012 inbound travel from Russtia 1o the United Siates? I
not, why not?

25, Absent notification by DHS, did the IC have any independent means of finding out about
Tearnaens travel?

I Russia

26, What do we know about Tsarnasv's 2012 activitiesin Russia, and how do we know it? 1s
there any information which suggests Tsurnaev received terrorist finansing, operational
guidance, or training in Russia, or elsewhere?




n retrospect
27. In retrospect, could additional authorities or resources for the 1C have pravented the April

15,2013 attack?

Please submit a written response to these questions to the Committee no later than Ma
20, 2013, If you have any questions regarding this letter, please have your staff contact d
our Committee staff at (202) 226-8417.

Thank you for your attention to these important questions regarding homeland sectirity,

Sincerely,

o

MICHAEL T, McCAUL | PETER TKING

Chairman Chairman
Bubeommitiee-on Counterierrosism and
Intelligence

TEEF DUNCAN PATRICK MEEHAN

Chairman Clisirman
Subcommittes on Oversight and Management  Subconimitiee on Cybersecurity, infrastructure
Efficiency Protection, and Security Technologies

CANDICE 8. MILLER

~ Chairnzan Chaiveman
Subcommittee on Emergency Preparedness, Subcomrittes on Border and Wartime
Response, and Compmnications Seourity



" RICHARD HUDSON
Chaman
Subcommittee on Transportation Security




TNCLASSTHFIED
May 3, 2013

The Honorable Michael T, McCaui
Chairman

Committee on Homeland Security
LLS. House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

The Honotable Pefer T. King

Chairenan

Subcommittes on Countererrorism and Intelligence
Committee on Homeland Secarity

U:S. House of Representatives

Washingon, DC 20515

Dear Chairinan MeCanl and Chalrman King:

This responds to your letters dated April 20" and April 27" w Department of Homeland
Security Seeretary Napolitenn, Director of Natlonal Inteiligence Clapper, and Federal Bureag of
Investigation Director Mueller seaking answers to specific questions as well as all materials
passessed by the ULS. Government related to Tamerlan Tsarmaev prior to April 15",

During fite sweek of April 22", our agencies provided four classified briofings o
Congress discugsing the substantis! informution that fedial agepcies and Mussachusetts stato
anthorities have obtained since the: identifioation of Tamerlan and Dzhokhar Tsatnaey as the
persons aliegedly responsible for the Baston Marathon bombings. Specifically, much of the
information requested in your letiers velating to Tamerian Tsarnaev was briefad o Members of
the House of Representatives on April 23" and 24" incJuding his travet 1o and from Russia, the
FBE's previous asgessment of Tamerlan Tsamacy, and the information that was provided o the
U.S, Government by a foreign government prior 1o April 157,

Thiz is an active, ongofng tovestigation to understand and succoss’ ubly prosecute those
responsible for this attack. We will continue 1o keep Congress informed consistent with our
responsibility to protect the integrity of the ongoing investigation, We anticipdte providing
briefing update to Congress and will continue 10 work with staff to schedule it.

Extraordinary collaboritive efforts by law enforcement, intelligence, and public safety
ageticies with the help and cooperation of the public resnlied in the identification of Tamerlan
and Drhokbe Tsarsey and the coptare and churging of Dehokhur Tearmmev, This exhanstive
investigation will.continue in order o seek answers and justice for those affactod Iy this ragedy:

Sincerely,

Office of L&_giwtt}vg Afﬁ;i -
United Siatos Depuetinent of Homelund Security

UNCLASSIFIED



UNCLASSIFIED

SUBJECT: Leuer to Honorable Michast T. MeCaul and Honorable Petee I, King

B &isintive Affuirs
Qffige of the Director of Nattonal Intelligence

Office of Congressional Affairs
Federal Burean of Trvestgation

TNCLAGSIFIED
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PEHRA (5, THEIMBROS, B
CHAKM FABRON, SSINRETIRR

BANKING MEMOER

Bae Huudred Tlitvtzentl) Gwngreas
W5, e of Reproseutativgg
Eammittee on Honreland Seoutity
Phudjingteon, 8O 20515

May 15,2013

The Honorable Janet Napolitano
Secretary, Department of Homeland Security
Washington, DC 20528

Lieutenant General fames R. Clapper
Director of National Intelligence
Waghington, DC 20511

The Honcrable Robert S, Mueller 11T
Director, Federal Bureau of Investigatfon
935 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20535

Dear Secretary Napolitano, Divector Clapper, and Director Mueller:

We write in regards to your May 3, 2013 response to our requests for information and
documents relating to Tamerlan Tsamaev and the Boston Bembings that claimed four lves and
wounded hundreds of innocent vietims, Your letter fails to respond in & meaningful way to our
repeated requests for information related to the attacks,

It is the duty of the Department of Homeland Security (DHS), the Federal Bureau of
Trvestigation (FB1) and the National Counterterrorism Cetter (NCTC) to prevent teyrorist attacks
in the United States,

It 3 this Committee’s Constitutional respongibility to oversee the Execwtive Branch in the
performance of its domestic connterterrorism efforts. In light of the three domestic terrovist
atiacks that the nation has suffered since 2009, and the speeifio alerts recelved from the Russian
government regarding the Tsarnaevs, 1t is our duty fo examine the evenis leading to the Boston
Bombing, OQur goal is not to determine culpability for the attack itself. While the Committee is
aware that there is an ongoing investigation of Dzhokhar Tsarnaevy’s role in the atiack, recent
experience demonstrates that this etfort may last for several years, We cannot wait to camry out
our oversight duties on behalf of the American peaple. It s owr Constitutional abligation 1o
examine any specilic or systemic failures that need to be addressed to prevent potential future
attacks upon the Homeland.




The Tonger this Committee {s prevented from performing its oversight duties, the longer
Americans must wait for revelations that could improve our counterterrorism efforts, Therefore,
timely consideration of the details surrounding fhese events is absolutely paramonnt.

Accordingly, pursuant Clause 1()(3) and Clause 3(g)(1) of Rule X of the Fouse of
Representatives we repeat our call for documents of Apiil 20, 2013, and our questions sent to
your respestive agencies sent on April 27, 2013, We requive written answers (o all of our
questions, and all of the requested documents no later than May 20, 2013,

We note, again, that these questions relate to the period prior o the attack of Agmil 15,
2013, Furthermore, these pertain only to the deccased Tamerlan Tsarnaey, and not his brother
Dizhokhar, therefore our reviewing them will pose no theeat to the ongoing investigation

Finally, in your May 3, 2013 letter you indieate “much of the fnformation requested” in
our previous Jetters was briefed to Menbers of the House of Representatives on April 23 and
24", 2013, Such. briefings, including the one provided to Committee stalf, wiile informative, did
not address many of owr written questions and do nat constitute the full and comyplete answers we
expect from each from each agency.

We request all briefing materials, including notes and tianseripts, from these meetings,
As this information has already been shared with Members of Congress and staff, it should be
available to this Committec as it varries out its investigation.

We expect your full and complete cooperation with our investigation as we seek to
identify solutions to any specific or systemic issues that will help all of us in our efforts 1o
prevent firlwe attacks vpon the homeland. We owe the American people nothing less, As we
continue our investigation, please be advised the Comumittee intends to invite you ol your
designated representatives to testify under oath in a closed hearing to fucther examine these
matiers.

If' you lave any guestions reparding this letter, please have your staffs sontact -

e : B our Committes staff at 202-226-8417.

Sincerely,

KAICHAEL T. McCAUL
Chalrman

B N
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PEAER T. KING 7
Chairman

Subcommittee on Counterterrorism
and Intelligence
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"PATRICK L,
Chairman
Subcammitice on Cybersecurity, Infrastructure
Protection, and Security Technologles

o
RIS
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JERT TIURNCAN
Chalridan/
Subcommittee on Oversight and Management
Efficiency
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“CANDICE MILLER
Clirman

Subcommiites on Border

ard Maritime Security
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Muganl
“SUSAN W, BROOKS
Chairman,
Subcommities on Emergency
Preparedness, Resporise and
Communieations

RICHARD HUDSON
Chairman
Subrommittes on Transportation Security
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FAZHARL Y, SieCALK, TEMAY
CHRRMAN RANKING SI5MBER

{Bue Poundeed Wlpirtesnth Tongresy
.5, Howse of Repreewentatives
Cotomitter o Homeland Seaurity
Whasliogtoy, BQ 20515
Tune 12, 2013

Lieutenant General James R. Clapper
Director of National Intelligence
Washington, DC 20511

Dear Director Clapper:

The House Committee on Homeland Security will hold a hearing entitled “Assessing
Aftacks on the Homeland: From Fort Hood to Boston,” on Wednesday, July 10, 2013, at 9:00
am. in room 311, Cannon House Office Building, Pursuant to Rule X, chiuse 1, and Rule X,
clause 3 of the Rules of the House of Representatives, I write to sonfiem an invitation for you, or
your designee, to testify at this hearing,

Under Committee Rule VII(D); each witness shall submit a writien statement of
proposed testimony, which must be filed with the Clerk of the Comimittes no loss than 48 hours
in advance of your appearance before the Committee, Additionally, it iy the policy of the
Committee any accormpanying documenits 1o be displayed during the hearing must be fled with
the Clerk of the Comumnittee no less than 48 hours priot to the hearing, Accompanying materials
intended for display must be provided electronically. Ouly those accompanying matérials
appropriate for display on the Committee monitors will be permitted. Please subniit a copy of
your festimony electronically to the Clerk of the Committee at mike.twinchek@mail hovse.gov,
na later thar 9:00 a.m, on Menday, Fuly 8, 2013, Parsuant to Committes Rule VIIID) failure to
provide testimony Yo the Committee by the deadline may result in yowr oral and/or written
testimony being exeluded from the record, Pursuant 1o Commiftee policy, Failure to provide
accompanying materials intended for display by the deadline may exolude such aceompanying
materials from being displayed, Oral testimony should not exceed flve minutes and should
summarize the witness® weitten refnarks, The witness may, In addition, Introduce into the récerd
any other supporting dosumentation, in acoordance with the enclosed guidelines,

Under clause 2(k)(3) of Rule XTI of the Rules of the Hodse of Representatives, witnesses
at hearings may be accompanjed by their own counsel to advise theti eoncering their
constitutional rights, Witness counsels are not permitted to sitat the table, unless authorized by
the Committee, I reserve the right to place any witness under oath. Please be advised that
pursuant to 18 U.8.C. §1001, and regardless of whether an oath {s administered, it is a violation
of Federal criminal law to knowingly and wilifully give a false statement to any committee,
subcommitiee, conmission or office of the Congress, A witness may obtain a transcript copy of
their testlmony given in open, public sessions, or in 4 closed session only when authorized by the
Committee,



Director Clapper
Page 2

The Rules of the Committee, adopted Jarmary 23, 2013, are available on the website at
htip:/fhomeland house.gov/legislation/commitiee-rules and the Rules of the House of
Representatives  are  available at  the Howse of Representatives’ website at
httpi/fwww. house.govirules/1 13rules.pdf.  8pace in the Committes’s hearing room is Hmited,
The Committee will only reserve two seats for counsel or staff acosmpanying you during your
appearance.

Accommodations for individuals with disabilities, including assistive listening systoms,
interpreters and materials in alternate formats, may be arranged hy vontacting the Chief Clerk S

MICHABL T, MeCAUL
Chatrman

Enclosure: _
Testimony Fortnat Requirements



BERINE G THUMPEGN, SRR

SHEHASL ¥, MGDARL, TENAS
CHAIRMAN RANEING BHEwsEn

Oue Hundeed Thivteently Tongress
H.&. Houpe of Bepresoutatives
@ommiteee oo Homeland Security
Waahivgten, BE 20515

June 12, 2013

The Honorable Robert 8, Mueller, 1
Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation
935 Pennsylvania Avenug, NW
Washington, DC 20535

Dear Director Mueller;

The House Committée on Homeland Security will hold a hearing entitled “Assessing
Attacks on the Homeland: From Fort Hood to Bostan,” on Wednesday, July 10, 2013, at 2:00
a.m, in voomn 311, Cannon House Office Bulldibg, Pursuant to Rule X, clause 1, and Rule X,
clause 3 of the Rules of the House of Representatives, T write to confizm an invitation for you, or
your designee, to testity at this heariog.

Under Committee Rule VII(D), each witness shall submit a weiften statement of
pmpose,d testimony, which must be filed with the Clerk of the Committes no less than 48 hours
in advance of your appearance before the Commitiee. Additionally, it is the poliey of the
Committee any accompanying documents to be displayed during the hearing must be filed with
the Clerk of the Committee no less than 48 hours prior fo the hearing. Accompanying materials
intended for display must be provided electronically. Only those accompanying materials
appropriate for display on the Commitiee monitors will be permitted. Please submit 3 copy of
your testimony electrenically i the Clerk of the Connmitfee at mike.twinchek@mail house.gov,
no later than 9:00 a.m. on Monday, Joly 8, 2013, Pussuant to Comymittes Rule VII(D) faliure-to
provide testlmony to the Commiftee by the deadline may result in your oral and/or writien
testimony being exeluded from the record. Pursuant to Committee policy, failure 1o provide
accompanying materials intended for -displa’y by the deadline may exclude such accompanying
materials from belng displayed. Oral testimony should not exceed five minutes and should
summarize the witness' wrilten remarks, The witness mway, in addition, introduce.into the mmord
any other supporting documentation, in accordance with the enclosed guidelines,

Under elause 2()(3) of Rule X1 of the Rules of the House of Representatives, witnesses
at hearings may be accompanied by their own counsel to advise them concerning their
constitutional rights. Witness counsels are nof permitted 1o sit at the {able, unless authorized by
the Committee, | reserve the vight to place any witness under cath. Please be advised that
pursuant to 18 US.C. §1001, and tegardicss of whether an oath is administered, it is a violation
of Federal criminal law to knmowingly and willfully give a false statement to any commities,
subcormmittes, commission or office of the Congress. A wilness may obtain a transcript copy of



Director MueHer
Page 2

their testimony given in open, public séssions, or ity a closed sessfon only when authorized by the
Commitiee,

The Rules of the Conmittes, adopted January 23, 2013, are available on the website at
httpy/fhomeland House,gov/lopidlation/committee-rules  snd the Rules of the House of
Representatives  are  available at  the House of Representalives’ website at
hitp:/fwww house.gov/rules/1 13rules.pdf,  Space in the Commiitee’s hearing room is linited,
The Committee will only reserve two seats for counsel or staff accompanying you during your
appearance.

Accommodations for individuals with disabilities, including asslstive listening systems,
_interpreters and materials in alternate formats, may be arranged by ramtacting the Chief Clerk @8

MICHABL T, McCATIL
Chalrman

Enelosure;
Testimony Format Requirements



BERNIE O, YTRAMIRL, MISHISSIRI

MIGHARL T, MeLALIL, TEXAS
CHAMAN AANKING MEMBER

e Hunhesd Whicteentl Gonnress
Y&, Houne of Bepresentatines
anrnrittes on Homelod Beowrity
Washington, B0 20515
June 12, 2013

The Honorable Janet Napolitano
Secrelary

Depattment of Homeland Secwity
Washington, D,C, 20528

Dear Secretary Napolitano:

The House Committee on Homeland Sceurity will hold a heating entitled “Assessing
Attacks-on the Homeland: From Fort Hood to Boston,” on Wednesday, Tuly 10, 2013, at 9:00
g, in room 311, Cannon House Offfce Building, Pursuant to Rule X, clavse [, and Rule X,
clause 3 of the Rules of the House of Representatives, I write to confirm an fnvitation for you, or
your designee, to testify at-this hearing.

Under Committee Rule VIID), each witness shall submit a written statement of
proposed testimony, which must be filed with the Clerk of the Commitice no less than 48 hours
in advance of your appearance before the Committes, Additionally, it is the policy of the
Comniities any accompanying documents to be displayed during the hearing must be filed with
the Clerk of the Committes no less than 48 houwrs prior to the hearing, Actompanying materials
intended for display must be provided clectronically. Only those accompanying materials
appropriate for display on the Committce monitors will be permitted. Please submit a copy of
your testimony electronically to the Clerk of the Commitiee at mike.twinchok@mail. house.gov,
g Later than 9:00 aam, on Monday, July 8, 2013, Pursuant to Commiitea Rule VIKI) fathue to
provide testimony to the Commitice by the deadline may result in your oral and/or written
testimony being exchided from the record. Pursudnt to Committee policy, failure to provide
accompanying materials intended for display by the deadline may exclude such accompanying
mdterials from being displayed. Oval wstimony should not exceed five minutes and should
sunmarkze the wilness® wiitten vemarks, The witness may, in addition, introduce into the record
any other supporting documentation, in acogrdance with the enclosed guidelines,

Under clause 2(k)(3) of Rule XI of the Rules of the House of Representatives, witnesses
at hearings may be accompanied by thelr own counsel to advise them concerning their
constitutional rights, Witness counsels are not permitted to sit at the table, unless authovized by
the Committee, [ reserve the right fo place any witness under oath, Pleass be advised that
pursuant to 18 U.8.C. §1007, and regardless of whether au oath is administered, it is 4 vislation
of Federal eriminal law to knowingly and witlfully give a false statement to any tommniitee,
subcommittee, commission or offico of the Congress. A witniess tiay obtain 2 transeript copy of
their testimony given In open, public sessions, 6r in a ¢losed session only when authovized by the
Comimities.
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The Rules of the Commitice, adopted January 23, 2013, are available on the website at
http://homeland house gov/legislation/committee-rules and the Rules of the House of
Representatives  are  available at  the House of Representatives’  website  at
htp:/iwww.house gov/mles/] 13rules.pdf.  Space in the Committee’s hearing room is limited,
The Committee will only reserve two seats for counsel or staff aceotpanying you during yotr
APPEArance.

Accommodations for Individuals with disabilities
intterpreters aud materials in alternate formats, may b

, including assistive Hetening systems,
rl by contacting the Chizf :

Sincerely,

MICHAEL T, McCAUTL
Chalrtman

Enclesure:
Tastimony Format Requirements




LS, Department of Justice

Federal Bureaw of Investigation

Heshingion, 1.0, 53§

July 3, 2013

The Honorable Michael T, MeCaul
Chairman

Committee on Homeland Seenrity
{18, House of Representatives
Washingten. DC 20515

Pear Mr, Chatrman:

This responds 1o your feter dated Junc 12, 2013, requesting FBI participation v a hearing
onJuly 10, 2013, entitled "Assessing Aftachks on ihe Homeland: From Fort Hood (o Boston,™
and to your letter dated May 15, 2013, concerning the Commities's requests Jor additional
information and all docurents in our possession concerning Tamerlan Usarnoey and the
bombing at the Boston Marathon on Apeil 13, 2013,

Weappreciate the Commitlee’s responsibility to conduct oversight over cenain Executive
Branch agencies, notably the Department of Homeland Sectrity, as sét forth in the House Rules
cited in your correspondenve, In response tw the Commitiee™s non-oversight requests (o the FI3L
we have provided information and responded to the Committee™s questions through interageney
briefings on Apifl 23; May 135 and June 6. 2013, and in telephone brielings and mectings with
sendor FBI officials on April 22; May 9; and June 12, 2013, 'We continue to schedule brielings
for vour stalT coneerning non-investigalive matlers.

In responding 1o requests from Congress related to ongeing erimipal matters, the
Deparsment of Justice is requived 10 balance congressional requests for information with it own
constitutional and statdory oblinations {o preserve the integrity of aelive crimingl investigations,
particulacly during an ongoing prosecution in foderal court. The Department’s longstanding
policy is to decline © provide Congressional commmitiees witl access to materials relaled 1o
active, ongoing law ¢nforcement investigations: This policy ensures the grestest possible
stesess Tor the fnvestigation and any resulling prosecution congistent with the constitutionsd and
legal requirements for any erfminal proceeding. Consistent with this policy. we are unable to
provide the Committiee "afl information possessed by the 118 government” related 10 Tamerlan
Tsarnaev mnd the ongoing investigation. Similarly. we decline the Commitiec’s reguest to
provide a witness for the neticed hearing while the investigation and prosecution are ongoing.



We appreciate your suppert for our efforts 1o gnsure justice for the vietims of these tragic
attacks.

Sincerely,

Office of Congressional Affairs

| ~ The Honorable Bennic Thompsan
Ranking Menber
Commitiee on Homeland Secwrity
LLS, House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515
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Bue Faondeed Shivtesntl Gongrens
L&, Hovse of Representatioes
Cowrtivitter on Homelawd Seaurity
Yhashyivgteon, BA 20515

August 6, 2013

The Honorable Bric k. Holder, Jr.
Attorney General

1.8, Department of Justice

950 Penngylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, D.C. 20530-0001

The Honorable Robert 8. Mueller, 111
Director, Federal Bureay of Investigation
935 Pennsylvapia Avenue, NW
Washington, D.C, 20535

Dear Attorney General Holder and Director Mueller:

The Touse Committee on Homeland Security (“Committes™) is currently
investigating the lethal Boston Marathon bombings of April 15, 2013 in order to
understand how owr Nation’s countertetror efforts may be fmproved, Specilically, the
Commitiee hopes to identily whether the Boston Marathon bombing was the result of
systemic comnnicativn failures among various intelligence entitics, and, if so, whether
particular legislation might improve coordination and effectiveness among those federal
entities charged with proteeting the United Siates from acts of terror,

To date, the Committee repeatedly has requested documents and briefings from
your Bureau to discuss the specifics of Tamerlan Tsarnaev's travel history, among othier
matters, and information held by the various Executive Branch entities about the threat he
posed. The Commitiee has offered 10 accommodsate any secirity concemns thal the
Department or Bureau might have regarding confidential or law-enforcement sensitive
information, Nevertheless, the Committee”s requests have been denied or largely ignored
based on the Bureau’s assessment that the Comumittes’s inquiries in this area constitute
“non-oversight activities.”

This asseasment is wrong, and the Commitiée is troubled and coneerned the
Bureau would invoke sach @iy interpretation resulting in obstruction of the Committee’s
work. The Rules of the House of Representatives specifically vest the Committee with
broad jurisdiction in the mea of “fo]verall homeland security poliey,” Rule X.) i,
Rales of the House of Representatives, |13th Cong. (2013), in addition to issues relating
to functions of the Department of Homeland Seewity, including: “Border and post
seeyrity;” “Customs;” “Integration, analysis, and dissemination of homeland sewurity
Information:” “Domeste preparedness for and collective tesponse fo terrorism:”




“Research and development;” and “Transportation secwity.”  Jd Rule X.1 (D(3Y.
Accordingly, the Comunittee has jurisdiction over all homeland security policy issues and
specifically is entitled to the Information it seeks from the Departmerit and Bureau,

The Commitlee ~ as a congressional body - has a constittionally rooted right of
access (o the information it needs 1o perform its Asticle I legislative and oversight
tunctions, The Supreme Cowrt has made clear that the seope of Congress’ power lo
inquire through its comnmittess.is as penetrating and far-reaching as the potentil POWeET 19
enact and appropriate under the Constitution, Eastland v TU.8. Servicemen’s Fund, 421
U.S, 491, 504 0,15 (1975); see also Watking v. Urtited States, 354 (J.8. 178, 187 (1957)
(“The power of the Congress to conduct investigations is inherent in thie legisiative
process. That power is broad, [t eneompasses inquiries concerning the administration of
existing laws as well as proposed or possibly nseded statites. 1t inoludes smveys of
defects in our social, economic or political system for the purpose of enabling fthe
Congress to remedy them.”), and that “where the legislative body doss not itself possess.
the requisite information - which is not infrequently trie — recourse must be had to others
who do possess it.” MeGrain v. Daugherty, 273 U.8. 135, 175 (1927); accord Easttand,
421 1.5, at 504-05. Any suggestion that the Department or Bureau may challenge the
Committee’s authority in an arca specifically committed to it by the Rules of the House is
wrong. See Barenblart v. United Steres, 360 U.8. 109, 124 (1939) (“[TThe scope of the
Committee’s authority was for the House, not & witness, to delermine, subject to the
ultitnate reviewing responsibility of [the Supreme Cowrt]”™) Accordingly, the Commiitee
has the constitutional riglit and obligation to obtain information about matters within iy
jurisdiction from any relevant source ~ inchading, partisularly, Execidive Branch entities.

Failure to provide the requested information fo the Comimittee will obstruct the
ability of the Committee to conduct its legislative and oversight duties 1o help ensure that
our Nation is adequately prepared to prevent futre acts of domestic terror, Just as the
Department and the Bureau are committed 1o bringing Dzhokhar Tsatpaey ~ and atty
others responsible for the bowific Boston Marathon bombings — to justice, s
Commmitiee is equally commmilted to enswing that our Nation’s counterierrarism efforts
are as effective as they can, and need, to be, The Committes stands ready to work with
the Department and Bureau, and the entire federal, state, and loeal intelligence and law
enforcement comimuitity to prevent futine terrorist attacks. '

To that end, the Committee once again requests prompt answers to the quostions
contained in our April 27, 2013 lstter (attached as Exhibit A), and sccess to the
documents deseribed in our April 20, 2013 letier (atiached as Exhibit B), For your
reference, we are enclosing a complete record of the correspondence between the
Conymittee and the Bureau ou this topic. The Committee recognizes the important work
that the Department and Bureau routinely undertake to improve our Mation’s seourity,
and hope that you will be willing partners going Forward in the Committes’s
investigation, '

Should vau or your staff have any questions or need additional information,
please cm}iﬁ@t“&&?) 226-8417.



Sincerely, |

"MICHAEL T MCCAUL
Chairman

Enclosures



G

The Honorable Janet Napolitang
Secretary

Department of Homeland Security
Washhigton, D.C, 20528

The Honorable Robert Goodlatte
Chairman

Commiftee on the Judieiaty

2138 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515




U8, Department of Justice

Office of Legislative Affairs

Oiftee of e Assistant Altorney Gensreal HWashingren, 20, 20330

November 22, 2013

The Honorable Michael T, MeCaul
Chairman

Committee on Homeland Security
11,8, House of Representatives
Washingten, 1D.C, 20515

Dear Mr. Chairiman;

This responds to your letter duted Aagust 6, 2013 to the Attdrmey General und then FRI
Lhireetor Mueller concerning the Commitiee’s fnferest in investigating the Boston Marathon
bombings and supplements ongoing discussions with Committee staflf,  We appresiate the
Commities’s frterests in understanding how the Nation’s countertetrorisim efforts may be
improved and we have made significent effoits (o provide the Committee with information
respensive to your questions,

Information responsive to the questions contained in the Conunitiee’s Tetter dated Apeil
27, 2013 has been briefed to bath Members and staff. On Apdl 23 and 24, 2013, officials from
the FBI joined with interagency partners and provided a substantive briefing concerning
Tamerlan Tsarnaev's vavel to and from Russia (Questions 30 - 42), the FBI’s assessment of
Tamerlan Tsatnaev (Questions 5 ~29) and the information that was provided to the U8,
Goverment by a fareign government prior to April 13, 2013 (Questions 1 —4), Representatives.
{rom the interagency abswered additional guestions during a classified briefing for staffon May
10; 2013, On June 21, 2013, the Boston Special Agent in Charge joined officials from the
Muassachusetts State Police, Boston and Wateitown Police Departmients in Boston to discuss
information sharing and other ways to maximize resources with Committee staff, We have algo
pravided Congress with copies of commuynications between the FBT and the Russian Security
Service (FSB) regarding Tamerlan Tsarnaey that predate the April 15, 20103 bombing, as well as
the Guardian incident report documenting the FBI’s response to the information provided by the
FSB. We understand that you and your staff have reviewed this material, Maost resently,
Contmittee staff met with the FBU's Legal Attache in Moscow on November 6, 2013 and
discussed the FBI's relationship with our foreign partmers.

In addition to participating in interagency briefings related to the Boston Marathon
bombing, the FBI provided briefings o Conmmittee Members and staff related fo the information
sharing and other coordination mechanisms among Tederal, state und local entities fnvolved in
the homeland security mission. On June 19, 2013, FBI and DHS provided a briefing coneerning
efforts to monitor extremist formms and websites. On July 15, 2013, the BB and DOT briefed




The Honorable Michael T, MeCaul
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staff on the Guardian, E-Guardian and [-Guardian processes to Inelude access o Suspicious
Activity Reports. On July 17, 2013, the FBI provided a briefing for Coumittee staff poneerning
Joint Terrorism Task Forees, on September 3, 201 3, the FBI ntet with Committee staff in Boston,
Massachusetts, and discussed the mechanivs of sharing information en the JTTF and Guardian
accessibility for tagk foree officers, on November 6, 2013, the FBI's Moscow LEGAT met with
staff’ to discuss the case and the FBDs velationship with the FSB, and on November 21,2013, the
FBlprovided a briefing and tour of the Boston JTTF.

We believe thet our cooperation with the Commmittes in this matter strikes the appropriate
balance between the needs of congressional eversight-and our responsibili ty to preserve the
{otegrity of our ongoing law enforcement efforts, We will continue our dialogue with
Committee staff as you work to complete your review of this wmatter, We hope this information
is helpful. Please do not hesitate to contagt this office iFwe may provide additional nssistance
regarding this or ainy other matter.

Sincerely,

ve:  The Honorable Bennie Thompson
Ranking Member

Acting Seeretary Rand Beers
Department of Homeland Security

The Honorable Bob Goodlatee
Chairman
House Judiciary Conmnittee

The Honorable John Conyers
Ranking Member
House Judiciary Conmitiee



