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This morning, we will consider H.R. 3283, the Integrated Public Alert and Warning System 

Modernization Act of 2013, which was reintroduced by Congressman Bilirakis, the former Chairman of 

this Subcommittee.  The bill was passed out of this Committee by a bipartisan voice vote last Congress 

and I look forward to a similar bipartisan effort this Congress. 

 

One need only look at recent events to see the benefits of timely alerts and warnings.  Our colleague, 

Congressman Schock, attributed cellphone alerts to saving lives during the outbreak of tornadoes in the 

Midwest last year, including areas in my district.  IPAWS was also used after the Boston Marathon 

bombings.   

 

In authorizing the IPAWS Program, H.R. 3283 reflects this Subcommittee’s oversight and input into the 

system modernization.  In the 112
th

 Congress, the Subcommittee held two hearings on alerts and 

warnings along with a number of briefings on the topic.  The Subcommittee continued its oversight of 

IPAWS this Congress, holding a Member briefing with Assistant Administrator Damon Penn to receive 

an update on IPAWS improvements and usage.   

 

This legislation seeks to ensure that the system works reliably, effectively, and efficiently to ensure the 

appropriate use of taxpayer funds.  It provides the IPAWS program with needed direction and will help 

to ensure that we can make available as much information to the public as possible to get them out of 

harm’s way in the event of a terrorist attack, natural disaster, or other emergency. 

 

The second bill under consideration is H.R. 4263, the Social Media Working Group Act of 2014.  I 

introduced this bill, along with Ranking Member Payne and Representatives Palazzo and Swalwell, in 

response to testimony we received at the two social media hearings this Subcommittee held last year.   



 

As I noted earlier this week during our budget hearing with Administrator Fugate, the use of social 

media has become a new reality for how first responders and the public communicate before, during, 

and after a disaster.  The recent explosion in East Harlem, Superstorm Sandy, and the tornadoes in 

Moore, Oklahoma are just a few examples of how citizens are turning to social media for information 

and to comfort survivors.  After the Boston Marathon bombings, law enforcement used social media to 

solicit assistance from the public and to share information, such as the shelter in place alert.   

 

One of the key takeaways from the social media hearings was that during and after a disaster there needs 

to be better communication between the public and private sector, specifically in the use of social media 

and other emerging technologies.  H.R. 4263 addresses that recommendation.  The bill authorizes and 

enhances the Department’s Virtual Social Media Working Group to ensure information sharing between 

the Department and appropriate stakeholders and the leveraging of best practices.   

 

The bill increases stakeholder participation in the Group, particularly among the private sector, to ensure 

a robust discussion.  The bill requires the Group to provide an annual report to this Committee 

highlighting best practices, lessons learned, and any needed authorities. 

 

Finally, we will consider H.R. 4289, the DHS Interoperable Communications Act, which amends the 

Homeland Security Act of 2002 to include, among the responsibilities of the Department’s Under 

Secretary for Management (USM), achieving and maintaining interoperable communications among the 

Department of Homeland Security’s components.    

 

I want to thank the Ranking Member for introducing this bill, which seeks to address the findings and 

recommendations of a November 2012 DHS Office of Inspector General report, which found that the 

Department does not have an appropriate oversight or governance structure to ensure communications 

interoperability among its components.   

 

The Department has been a leader in working to ensure effective interoperable communications for our 

nation’s first responders and they should practice what they preach.  It is vital, as this Committee 

continues to help the Department in its efforts to truly consolidate and become “One DHS,” that it’s 

components are able to effectively communicate day-to-day, and, most importantly, during emergencies. 

 

I look forward to working with the Ranking Member, and all the Members of the Subcommittee, on the 

bills before us this morning.  I urge support of the three measures and yield back the balance of my time. 
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